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V o y a g e

Star of the Sea, the 34m 
Benetti launched in 1983, 
can accommodate 12 guests

Are luxury hotels and 
superyachts a match made  
in heaven? Sophia Wilson 
discovers why one Caribbean 
hotelier has added a classic 
Benetti to his menu

  Best of both
V o y a g e
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J u n e  2 0 1 7  |  w w w. b o a t i n t e r n a t i o n a l . c o m Top left: the upper deck aft on Star of the Sea is a wonderful lounging spot. Top right: the main deck dining saloon. Above: Princess Margaret Beach, Mustique, at sunset

The bright turquoise water laps at my paddleboard 
as giant green turtles float serenely beneath me, 
apparently unaware of my presence. This remote 
spot in the Tobago Cays is almost clichéd in its 
beauty: a deserted island with a pristine stretch 
of white sand lies to my left, while a handful of 
catamarans bob gently in the calm waters behind 

me. The only small negative in the middle of this paradise is that I am 
a less than proficient paddleboarder and, despite channelling my inner 
Brigitte Bardot, I am more reminiscent of Bridget Jones floundering  
on top of the water.

I am fortunate enough to be exploring this stunning part of the 
island chain of the Grenadines on board 34 metre Star of the Sea. The 
experience is part of a new venture by the yacht’s Swedish owner Bengt 
Mortstedt to allow guests to combine a stay at his Bequia Beach Hotel 
with a trip on board the beautifully maintained classic Benetti. “From 
the hotel’s perspective, it gives guests the chance to experience a taste 
of the superyacht lifestyle,” says Mortstedt, who has recently moved the 

yacht across from the Mediterranean. “I also thought it would be a good 
opportunity to promote the yacht because we are the only superyacht 
that is based here in the Grenadines.” The new three day trip, combined 
with a hotel visit, allows guests to take in Mustique, the Tobago Cays 
Marine Park and Union Island, as well as saving plenty of time to 
explore Bequia.

Less than an hour’s cruise from the old-school charm of Bequia,  
Mustique feels like a different planet, with its sprawling mansions 
and almost unnerving neatness. The island’s reputation as a place 
where royals and celebrities can lose their inhibitions (and frequently 
their clothes) was started by its owner Colin Tennant, the 3rd Baron 
Glenconner, more than 50 years ago. The flamboyant British aristocrat 
purchased the island in 1959 and transformed it from a mosquito  
ridden wasteland to today’s millionaire’s playground. 

Gifting a piece of land to Princess Margaret as her wedding present, 
he built her a colonial villa, Les Jolies Eaux, which latterly became 
her refuge during times of turmoil. More than two centuries of lavish 
fancy dress parties followed but financial woes eventually led to    

V o y a g e

“You have to create the destination. You have to give people a reason to want to come here”

t
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Tennant being forced to sell his stake and, in 1992, he moved to St Lucia 
with his pet elephant Bupa.

Despite Tennant’s controversial departure the island has continued 
to thrive under the management of the Mustique Company – it is where 
the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge “babymooned” in 2013 before the 
birth of Prince George, and celebrity residents vary from entertainment 
giants such as Celine Dion and Shania Twain to business moguls 
including Peter Lynch and Tommy Hilfiger. 

We drop anchor on the west side of the island, where the legendary 
Basil’s Bar – famous for its dangerous combination of rum punch, 
sailors and supermodels –  has recently been flattened. Fortunately, a 
pop-up version has been installed next door and we are assured that 
a bigger, better Basil’s will be reopening this autumn. We are given a 
guided tour of Mustique by local driver Boom Boom, who has been 
on the island since the days of Tennant and Princess Margaret. While 
secrecy may be the selling point of Mustique, discretion is perhaps not 
Boom Boom’s strongest personality trait and he reliably informs us of 
“secrets”, including the date of Prince George’s conception.

Hiding at the end of perfectly manicured drives, the island’s 
sprawling mansions offer owners a chance to escape from their public 
lives. Select visitors can also access this exclusive lifestyle through 
the Villa Collection. For example, Princess Margaret’s prestigious 
property is available for $34,000 a week during high season, or Tommy 
Hilfiger’s grand Palladian-style residence, next door to Mick Jagger’s, is 
available for up to $85,000.

As we continue down the chain of stunning islands, we pass the 
vibrant green hills of Canouan. Famous for its stunning oceanside 
championship golf course, the island has a new superyacht marina, 

with capacity for yachts up to 100 metres, 
under construction and due to open later 
this year. While the extra facilities will 
undoubtedly be welcomed in the region, as 
we arrive at our anchorage for the night in 
Tobago Cays Marine Park, with calm, crystal 
clear waters teeming with green turtles, coral 
reefs and five uninhabited white sand fringed 
islands to be explored, it is hard to imagine 
wanting to be in the confines of a marina. 

The authentic Caribbean experience 
continues as the sun sets and we head by tender 
to the nearby island of Petit Bateau. Here, on 
a deserted beach, are a number of brightly 
coloured picnic trestle tables, and the pleasant 
smell of a charcoal barbecue wafts through 
the air. The enterprise is run by locals from 
nearby Union Island who catch fresh lobster 
to prepare for passing yachts. There may be no 
white tablecloths or silver candlesticks but we 
are served perfectly cooked lobster smothered 
in local herbs and butter, which we wash down 
with a rum punch that would make even the 
hardiest sea dog’s hairs stand on end. 

The next morning, after a quick dip in 
nearby Salt Whistle Bay, home to an eclectic mix 
of small shops and Captain Jack Harrow (who 
bears more than a passing resemblance to a  
certain raggedy character from the Pirates of 
the Caribbean), we make the three hour cruise 
back to Bequia. Returning to dry land might 
seem like a comedown after life at sea, but the 
green hills and white sandy beaches of Bequia  
are an enticing alternative. 

We drop anchor in Admiralty Bay, one of 
the most protected harbours in the Caribbean 
thanks to the steep verdant hills that cuddle 
the basin of brilliant blue water. Taking the 
tender in to Port Elizabeth, Bequia’s buzzing 
capital village, we find an array of colourful 
houses, traditional wooden fishing boats 
and a selection of roaming wildlife including 
chickens, dogs and goats. 

A controversial aspect of life on Bequia is that it is one of the few 
places in the world where whale hunting is still legal. It is seen as 
part of Bequia’s cultural tradition and whales continue to be killed in 
traditional Moby Dick style, using hand-thrown harpoons. The activity 
is restricted to no more than four times a year, a quota seldom reached, 
and a kill is cause for a huge festival style celebration on the island.

From Port Elizabeth a seaside path known as the Broadway 
stretches along the shore and is lined with small bars and restaurants. 
These include the Whaleboner, which, as its name suggests, uses whale 
bones as part of the décor, and Tommy’s, which serves great lobster 
pizza. At the far end of the Broadway, hiding behind a jutting cliff, lies 
Princess Margaret Beach (apparently she once swam there). The ivory 
coloured beach, with its quietly lapping turquoise waves, is where 
another of Mortstedt’s business ventures, Jack’s Beach Bar, is situated. 
Effortlessly chic and with a killer cocktail menu – don’t miss the Mango 
Mai Tai or its SVG & Tonic with pressed ginger and grapefruit – it’s the 
perfect venue to while away a long afternoon on the island.

Less than five minutes away by taxi – though be aware that taxis 
come in the form of open back pick-up trucks – lies Friendship Bay, 
home to the colonial styled Bequia Beach Hotel. Set in nine acres of 
lush tropical gardens, it is the only privately owned and managed hotel 
to have been built in the West Indies for more than 10 years and is filled 
with unique touches, from vintage suitcases to a reception desk styled 
from half a hot air balloon basket. Perched at the top of the property 
is the Estate Villa, with a private infinity pool and wraparound terrace 
overlooking the resort’s own glorious stretch of sand. Complete with 
butler service and a private maid, it’s a perfect land based hideaway.

The resort is home to two restaurants – Italian style Blue Tropic 
and Bagatelle, which offers a unique world blend of Caribbean and   
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Above: dine at Jack’s Bar 
and look out over Princess 

Margaret Beach.
Below: Bequia Beach’s 

prestigious Estate Villa, 
which offers a private  

pool, wraparound terrace  
with spectacular views,  
and two twin and two  

master bedrooms

The Wellesley, a 56m 
built by Oceanco in 

1993, had an extensive 
refit at Sunrise Yachts 

in 2016. Her interior, by 
Dennis Irvine, matches 

the 1920s glamour of 
the London hotel, above, 

and offers a sundeck  
spa pool to die for

  H O T E L S  W I T H  YA C H T S   

 

THE WELLESLEY 
London – The Wellesley 
The hotel: Situated at Hyde Park Corner in 
prestigious Knightsbridge, this boutique 
offering oozes art deco glamour. It is 
housed in a decommissioned London 
Underground station and London’s  
West End and other tourist highlights  
are easily accessible thanks to the  
hotel’s Rolls-Royce.  
The yacht: The 56.1m motor yacht has been 
designed to mirror the style and service 
of the hotel – there is even a bespoke 
humidor on board to match the hotel’s 
renowned Cigar Lounge. Her six suites 
are packed with retro touches and she 
offers accommodation for up to 12 guests. 
Cruising grounds: Fortunately, The Wellesley 
is not tied to London and is available in 
the Mediterranean for the summer 
season and the Caribbean in winter. 
Available to charter from $220,000  
per week 



Scandinavian flavours. Panic not – there is 
no jerk herring on the menu – but Mortstedt 
has deliberately capitalised on the  
growing culinary reputation of his home 
country, inviting different chefs out each 
winter season to adapt and enhance the 
menu. The executive chef this year has 
previously worked at the two Michelin 
starred restaurant Noma in Copenhagen 
and highlights of the menu included tuna 
tartare served with a dill cream, and open 
ravioli with spiced chicken.

After dedicating nearly two decades to 
the island it is no surprise that Mortstedt 
is proud of its natural charm and new 
developments. He has invested in a twin propeller plane for 
guests to enjoy private transfers from Barbados to Bequia and 
is in the process of building a jetty that will accommodate four 
yachts up to 50 metres. “There will never be a mass market for 
Bequia because it is difficult to get to,” he says. “Purely the cost of 
getting people here will always mean that it remains exclusive.” 

However, he hopes that the introduction of Star of the Sea 
might help persuade more people to make the journey. “You 
have to create the destination. You have to give people a reason 
to want to come here,” he adds. “I think the yacht is a great addition as 
it opens up the whole area.” Having had a glimpse of this secluded part 
of the Caribbean I am inclined to agree. Bequia and the surrounding 
islands are a well-kept secret best explored by both land and sea.  B
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 CHEVAL BLANC 
RANDHELI, Maldives  
– Azimut 98 Leonardo 
The hotel: Famed among the 
beautiful island resorts of the 
Maldives, the Jean-Michel 

Gathy designed hotel sits in the Noonu 
Atoll – just 40 minutes by seaplane from 
Malé airport. A dedicated butler is on 
hand to take care of your every need, a 
Guerlain Spa sits on its own private 
island and you can finish off the day with 
a tasting menu at Le 1947, Cheval Blanc 
Randheli’s fine dining restaurant. 
The yacht: The 30m Azimut 98 Leonardo 

has a light, bright interior and plenty of deck 
spaces, including a spa pool, bar and swim 
platform. She can host up to 12 guests on day 
cruises and sleeps up to eight adults and two 
children for longer trips.
Cruising grounds:  You can spend up to three days 
exploring the Lhaviyani or Baa atolls. For diving 
enthusiasts, the Kuredu Express dive is less than 
an hour’s cruising from the hotel.  
Overnight onboard stays from $1,500 per person 
including breakfast

H O T E L S  W I T H  YA C H T S 

D MARIS BAY
Turkey – Ubi Bene
The hotel: Nestled in a secluded cove on 
the Datça peninsula, D Maris Bay 
features architecture worthy of a 
James Bond film and the whitest 
beaches in Turkey (the sand is actually 
imported from Egypt). A favourite 
summer hideaway for the Turkish elite, 
it offers six restaurants – including 
contemporary Japanese styled Zuma 
and Il Riccio, a sister restaurant to the 
Capri institution – five private beaches 

and Bodyism experts on site to pass on 
fitness and nutrition advice.  
The yacht: The 44m custom built sailing 
yacht is one of three boats offered by 
the hotel. With a minimalist interior, 
her five cabins can sleep up to 12 guests.  
Cruising grounds: The hotel’s location,  
on arguably Turkey’s most picturesque 
coastline, means that small deserted 
islands and wonderful snorkelling are 
just a short cruise away. For a longer 
trip, the delights of Bodrum or Fethiye 
are both within easy reach.  
Available to charter from 30,000 Turkish 
Lira per 24 hours

Top: the main saloon and exterior of the Azimut 98 available for guests at the Cheval Blanc Randheli, the Maldives. 
Above left: sail the southwest Turkish coast in style in Ubi Bene or, left, in D Maris Bay’s other yacht options

More hotels  
with yachts

boatinternational.com/
hotel-yachts


